FY 2002 FGDC Annual Report Summary

Narrative Summary

I ntroduction

This Report summarizes the information submitted by the FGDC Member Federd
Agencies, Subcommittees, Working Groups, as well asthe Leads designated in the
revised OMB Circular A-16. Theinformation for the FY 2002 Annua Report was
gathered through a questionnaire intended to identify the scope and depth of spatid data
activities across FGDC member agencies. The agency responses provided much useful
information regarding generd indicators of progressin NSDI implementation and spatia
data coordination.

Strategy

Mosgt FGDC member agencies have or will soon have a detailed strategy for integrating
geographic information and spatid data activities into their busness process. Examples
of such grategiesinclude. EPA’s Geospatia Blue Print; BLM’s Nationd Integrated
Lands System (NILS); HUD’s Enterprise Data Delivery Service (EDDS); FSA'sGIS
Implementation Blueprint, and the Forest Service Naturad Resources Applications
(FSNRA) Geospatiad Strategy.

Compliance

The mgority of the FGDC member agencies have spatid data holdings compliant with
FGDC Standards. Of those agencies that are not fully compliant, reasons include: that
data not to be shared outside of the agency is not made complaint; that outmoded legecy
data sets are not made compliant; and that the agency has no mechanism to measure
compliance to FGDC Standards. It was noted that it is more difficult to ensure
compliance to FGDC Standards within agencies with large, widely dispersed
organizationd gructures (for example, within USFS and NRCS).

Redundancy

Virtualy al agencies ensure that detaiis not dready available prior to collection. Thisis
accomplished through partnerships with States and counties; by searching the NSDI
Clearinghouse or data set indexes within agencies; through the OMB clearance process,
though extensive private industry and government searches; or through multi-agency
coordination groups.



Collection

Approximately %4 of the FGDC member agencies ensure that their contracts and grants
involving data collection include costs for FGDC Standards. In some cases there are not
department-wide policiesto this effect. For other agencies, such as TVA, commercia
practices are often used, as FGDC Standards do not exist for many of their deta
requirements.

Clearinghouse

Sightly more than hdf of the FGDC member agencies publish their data and metadata on
the NSDI Clearinghouse, and many agencies that do not post to the Clearinghouse make
their deta available at their own websites. Some barriers to posting data on the
Clearinghouse include: lack of central servers within an agency; dispersed fidd offices
without resources to produce FGDC compliant metadata; data not available to the public
due to security issues; data not fully compliant to the FGDC metadata standard and lack
of resources to achieve compliance; and the perception that the Clearinghouse may not
aways be up-to-date and well maintained. Most agencies plan to post their datato the
Clearinghouse as part of the Geospatid One Stop Initiative.

E-Gov

The mgority of the FGDC member agencies use geospatia datain their misson
activitiesto provide better services. Examples of such E-Gov activities include:
registering legal documents to spatid framework data through BLM’s Geographic
Coordinate Database; facilitating increased decision-support capabilities for coastal
managers through NOAA’s CSC Coastal Hazards Projects; and Census's E-Gov
goplications - QuickFacts, American FactFinder and FedStats. Please see the individud
reports and the Agency response matrix for information regarding the other agencies E
Gov applications.

Geogpatial One Stop

Nearly dl FGDC member agencies are involved in the Geospatid One Stop initiative.
Those that were not active in the Geospatid One Stop this year plan to be active
participantsin FY 03. Examples of Geospatial One Stop participation range from
contributing funding; contributing staff to help support and guide the project as Module
Leads, Primary Points of Contact, or though meseting participation; and by developing
metadata for al spatid data within an agency.



Enterprise Architecture

All FGDC member agencies have geospatid data as a component of their enterprise
architecture or are currently developing an enterprise architecture that will contain such a
component. Examples of agency enterprise architectures that include geospatid dataare:
HUD'’ s Enterprise Data Warehouse Architecture and NASA’ s Earth Science Enterprise
Strategic Plan. Please seetheindividua responses for information.

Partner ships

All FGDC member agencies coordinate data and build partnerships for data collection

and standards development. The Agencies work with other Federad agencies and State,
locd, and triba groups to ensure that datawill not be collected that dready exists. The
planned data acquisitions required to be posted at the Geospatia One Stop portal will aso
be useful in this capacity.

L essons L ear ned

Sufficient funding is needed for agencies to implement GISinto misson activities
effectively and for sandards development. Currently, there are few incentives for cross-
agency cooperation as budget alocations are specificdly linked to agency
accomplishments — collaborative Strategies are needed. Alternative performance
measures are needed for long-term data development strategies. OMB inquiries and data
cdls would be more effective if coordinated through senior executives at the Department
level aswel aswithin the Agencies. OMB would do well to educate senior policy and
management officids on Circular A-16, Geospatial One Stop, FGDC, and OGC
processes (in particular the agencies without amgor mapping line-function). FGDC
metadata collection requires agrest levd of effort and commitment and it is
recommended that FGDC promote easy mechanisms for producing metadata at the time
of data collection.

Outlook

The revised Circular A-16 designates Federal agencies to provide the leadership needed
for building an effective and efficient Nationa Spatid Data Infrastructure. Agencies are
becoming more engaged in building the NSDI, especidly through their hard work on the
Geogpatial One Stop Initiative. Thisyear FGDC received 3 requests for membership,
rasing the number of FGDC Federa member agenciesto 20. The increased number of
participating agencies will greetly enhance interagency geospatid data coordination. By
FY 04 the Geospatia One Stop Initiative will have provided the Nation with one stop
shopping and will serve as a marketplace for geospatial data— providing spatia data that
is compatible, congstent, scale-independent, integrable, and seamless for usein awide
variety of geographic gpplications focused on protecting the environment, promoting
economic development, and improving our stewardship of natural resources.





